Nightingalism: haunting nursing history.
This paper is concerned with determining how 'Florence Nightingale' functions in discourse about nurses and nursing. It argues that the nursing profession needs to recognise that the name 'Florence Nightingale' serves a political function that, even in the 1990s, is still used to construct certain truths about nursing praxis. More specifically, it argues that if the nursing profession wants to know how history affects its practice then we need to question the whole system of knowledge created about nurses and nursing through a reliance on a formation such as Nightingalism.